
To My Parish Family and Friends at St. Joseph’s Parish, Elma and St. 
John’s Mission, Montesano …From Fr. Arulanandu David. 
 

In a few weeks, I will be permanently leaving St. Joseph Parish and St. John mission, which has 
been my home away from home for a year.  If my stay at St. Joseph Parish and St. John mission is 
a dream, then I never want to wake up!  A Chinese Emperor once dreamed he was a butterfly.  
When he woke up, he wondered if he was a butterfly dreaming he was a man.  Yes, it is hard to 
believe some of our great experiences to be true. 
 
It was an awesome privilege to be with you this year.  It has been truly nothing but wonderful and I 
will be taking home sweet memories. 
 
In 1995 when Pope John Paul II came to Newark, New Jersey, he said, “Quite close to the shores 
of New Jersey, there rises a universally known landmark, which stands as an enduring witness to 
the American tradition of welcoming the stranger and which tells us something important about 
the kind of nation America has aspired to be.”  It is the Statue of Liberty with its celebrated poem, 
“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free…Send these, the 
homeless, tempest-tossed to me.”  You don’t need this reminder because you truly live up to this 
call.  I’m fortunate to be with such great and hospitable people.  I would even dare to say you are 
truly living statues of liberty. 
 
Someone once said, “She gives me candy not because I am nice, but because she is nice.”  In the 
same way, I experienced your love, friendship and affection, not because I was nice, but because 
you were nice.  This in turn has left me with a grateful heart toward each and every one of you!  It 
is the power of simple touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the 
smallest act of caring that has the potential to turn a life around.  You did that for me and for my 
family and friends when I went home for my holidays.  It is said that people come into our lives for 
a reason, a season, or a lifetime.  You came into my life for a lifetime.  I can never forget you and I 
will always keep you in my prayers. 
 
Before leaving for Washington, D.C., President-Elect Abraham Lincoln said to a crowd in 
Springfield, Illinois, “Without the assistance of the Divine Being, I cannot succeed.  With that 
assistance, I cannot fail, trusting in him…I bid you an affectionate farewell.”  With that kind of 
trust in God and in your continued prayers and loving support, I bid you an affectionate farewell. 
 
I will be leaving our parish on 30th of June.  Please keep me in your powerful prayers.  I promise I 
will always keep each one of you in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
My new address is  
Fr. Arulanandu David 
St Philip Church and Parish Office 
PO BOX 2169 / 430 Bozarth Ave 
Woodland, WA 98674 
 
My contact Phone Number is – 307 – 723 – 0004. 
 
Please stop and say hello to me whenever you pass through my parish. I will appreciate it. 
 
With Love and Prayers, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Arulanandu David. 

 


